
Agriculture i s a p rimar y source of income i n Tarboro-Edge combe Count y . Although 
~ agr ic ulture itsel f is not a town - building funct i on, there is a strong reci procal 

relationship bet we en the t own and its agr ic ultural h i nterland . 

~ 
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Trade 
In t he Tarboro Retail Trade Area there are 15 , 132 i nd ivi du als w i th a total effec ­
tiv e buying inc o me o f ove r $ 2 3,50 0 ,000. This represents an effective b u ying inc ome 
of $ 1, 55 3 p er ca p ita or $6,5 22 p er h ous eh old . 

It is probable t h at retai l trade establishments i n th e area o utsi d e the Town are 
prol ife rat i ng; wh ile those in the settled urban ar ea of the Tow n have, due to i n ­
creased c o mp etition, consolidated and ther ef or e sl i ghtly de c r e ased in numb e r . The 
numb er of ret a il workers emplo y ed has de creased due to modern i z a t i on and t he trend 
toward "superstore" t y p e se l f - service establishments . 

Althoug h wh olesale ope ration s in Tarbor o are increasing, Tarboro d i d not ov er the 
period of 1954 t o 1 95 8 ma intai n its s h ar e of the County's wh ol esale tra d e. 

Worke r Mo bil ity 
Of the 1 7, 4 39 wor kers wh o re s ide in Edgecombe County, 
t he Co un t y. In add iti on, approximatel y 2, 048 wo rkers 
Edge c om b e Co unty fr om ot her areas. 

some 13, 70 1 are emplo y ed in 
commute t o emplo y ment in 

Each y ear, according to the most rece nt estimates of the Emplo yme nt Security Com ­
miss i on , six hun dred and fift y high s ch ool st udents enter t he la b or market within 

~ an area h a ving a r ad iu s o f twe nt y - five road mi l e s o f Tarbor o . Con sidering this 
add it ion to t h e work f orce , t here a re c urr entl y a v a i la ble and unem plo y ed approxi ­
matel y 3,310 workers in the Tarb o r o area . 

Of the a vail a b l e workers, 21 0 are skilled, 6 70 semi-skilled, and 2,4 30 trainable 
• for produc tion j o bs demanding skill de ve lopment o Of t he ski ll e d and semi - skilled 

wor kers, 2 75 are ex p e r ienced in the textile industry o 

Prospect 

From the i nvestigation of the populat i on and economic data, it is a ppar e nt that 
Tar b oro will not exper ie nce tremen dou s gr o wth i n the foreseeable future. On t he c on­
trar y , based u pon pas t trends it i s p rojected that the Tarboro area will su ffer a loss 
i n populat i on. However, in light of recent suc cessfu l eff orts toward increased indus­
trialization in the Tarbor o a rea an d t h e expressed des ire of th e c i t i z ens of Tarboro 
to cre ate a bette r, mo re attractive place i n wh ic h to l ive, work, and pla y, i t i s als o 
apparent that Tarbor o do es not inten d to stand s till. 
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